Alaska State Troopers Press Release of Friday, May 09, 2014

Any charges reported in these press releases are merely accusations and 
the defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.

A Detachment...No news reported.

B Detachment


------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Palmer
Case number: AK14032201
Type: Warrant Arrest
On 5/9/2014 at approximately 0050 hours, Alaska State Troopers made contact with three individuals on Our Road in Palmer. One of the individuals contacted was a Jason Metzger, age 42 of Wasilla, who had an outstanding Federal arrest warrant for Violating Probation. Metzger was arrested and transported to the Mat-Su Pretrial Facility where he was remanded and held without bail for the U.S. Marshals Service.
Author: BNM0 
Received Friday, May 09, 2014 9:09 AM and posted Friday, May 09, 2014 9:35 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Palmer
Case number:AK14032003
Type: Unexpected Death
Text:  On 5/08/14 at approximately 1032 hours the Alaska State Troopers were notified that Mat-Su Emergency Medical Service was responding to a residence on N. Winding Brook Loop in Palmer for an unexpected home death. Investigation revealed that 56-year-old Palmer resident Cynthia Bishop was pronounced deceased at 1054 hours. The State Medical Examiner's Office was contacted and responded to the residence. No foul play is suspected. Bishop's next of kin were notified. The body of Mrs. Bishop was released to the family.
Author: PRB0 
Received Friday, May 09, 2014 9:09 AM and posted Friday, May 09, 2014 9:48 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Kodiak       
Case number: AK140032132
Type: Driving Under the Influence  
Text: On 5/08/14 at approximately 1806 hours, Alaska Wildlife Troopers stopped a red 1993 Dodge Caravan at mile four of the Chiniak Highway.  Investigation revealed that William Lee Z Scribner age 32, of California was driving under the influence.  Scribner was arrested and remanded to the Kodiak jail on the charge of Driving Under the Influence. 
Author: DGV1 
Received Friday, May 09, 2014 3:09 PM and posted Friday, May 09, 2014 3:25 PM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Willow
Case number: AK14032223
Type: Assault in the Fourth Degree (DV)
Text: On 05/09/14 at approximately 0712 hours, AST responded to a residence near mile 75 of the Parks Highway in Willow for the report of a disturbance. Investigation revealed Lincoln Mark, age 68 of Willow, assaulted a female family member during the incident. Mark was arrested for the original charge of Assault in the Fourth Degree and transported to the MSPT facility in Palmer where he was remanded into custody and held without bail.
Author: LEP0 
Received Friday, May 09, 2014 11:09 PM and posted Friday, May 09, 2014 11:18 PM


C Detachment...No news reported.

D Detachment


-------------------------------------------------
Location:   Fairbanks
Incident number:   AK14032206
Type:  DUI/Leaving the Scene of an Accident/Misconduct Involving Controlled Substance Sixth Degree
Text:  On 5-9-14 the Alaska State Troopers received a report of a Hit-and-Run. Investigation resulted in the arrest of Cory Wicken, age 19 of Fairbanks, for DUI, Leaving the Scene of an Accident, and Misconduct Involving Controlled Substance in the Sixth Degree.
Author:   BDS1

------------------------------------------------- 
Received Friday, May 09, 2014 6:09 AM and posted Friday, May 09, 2014 6:27 AM


E Detachment...No news reported.

AK Wildlife Troopers...No news reported.

AK Bureau of Investigation



-----------------------------------------


Location: Wasilla

Case Number: AK14016717

Type: REDDI/Vehicle Pursuit/Assault on an Officer/Officer involved shooting (UPDATE)

FINAL UPDATE: The Office of Special Prosecution and Appeals (OSPA) has concluded its review of the officer involved shooting resulting in the death of Gordon Samel on March 9, 2014, and has determined that criminal charges are not warranted against either officer. The investigation revealed that Trooper Daron Cooper was legally justified in believing that WPD Officer Brandon Gray was about to be struck with Mr. Samel's vehicle. The actions undertaken by the officers were determined to be an effort to stop Mr. Samel before he caused serious injury or death to Officer Gray.  

UPDATE: On 3/9/14 at approximately 2037 hours, a citizen called Mat-Com Dispatch Center to Report Every Dangerous Driver Immediately (REDDI). The citizen indicated there were two intoxicated males in a white Chevrolet pickup, which pulled into a parking lot at the intersection of the Parks Highway and the Palmer Wasilla Highway. The citizen provided the license plate number for the pickup truck. Mat-Com Dispatchers broadcasted a locate to both Wasilla Police Officers and Alaska State Troopers. A nearby Alaska State Trooper found the suspect pickup truck at approximately 2044 hours in a parking lot at 1501 East Parks Highway. The Trooper parked his marked patrol vehicle behind the pickup, which was occupied by two males. As the State Trooper knocked on the side of the pickup to contact the occupants, it drove off and circled around several small businesses in the area. The pickup then entered the Parks Highway, driving south, for a short distance in the northbound lanes before driving over a median into the southbound lanes. The pickup then turned onto South Hermon Road and then onto East Whispering Woods Drive. At the intersection with Seward Meridian Parkway, the pickup turned completely around in the roadway and was circled by two Alaska State Trooper marked patrol vehicles and one marked Wasilla Police Department patrol vehicle. As one Alaska State Trooper and one Wasilla Police Department Officer approached the pickup on foot, the driver of the pickup placed the vehicle in reverse and began backing directly towards the Wasilla Police Department Officer. One Alaska State Trooper and the Wasilla Police Department Officer fired their handguns at the vehicle. The driver of the vehicle died on scene and has been identified as Gordon E. Samel, age 52, of Wasilla. Preliminary results at autopsy concluded that Samel died from the bullet wounds. Next of kin has been notified. The passenger was an adult male who was treated for a non-life threatening wound to his arm and released.  The identity of the passenger is not being released to the public as he has not been charged with a crime. The investigation into this event continues. The names of the State Trooper and Police Officer will be released on Wednesday evening.  At the conclusion of the investigation, the report will be provided to the Department of Law, Office of Special Prosecutions, for determination as to the whether the use of deadly force by the Alaska State Trooper and the Wasilla Police Officer was legally justified.

Original text: At approximately 9:07 p.m. on 03/09/2014, an Alaska State Trooper and a Wasilla Police officer were involved in a shooting near the Seward-Meridian Parkway stemming from a vehicle failing to stop at the direction of a police officer. The contact was initiated after Alaska State Troopers received a report of an impaired driver. The driver of the suspect vehicle was pronounced dead on scene and the passenger sustained a non-life threatening injury. The trooper and police officer were not injured in the incident. Investigators from AST's Alaska Bureau of Investigation and Wasilla Police Department are investigating the incident. The Alaska Bureau of Investigation has assumed the responsibility of lead investigating agency. No other information is available at this time.

Author: HJB0  
Received Friday, May 09, 2014 11:09 AM and posted Friday, May 09, 2014 11:55 AM



-----------------------------------------

Location: Fairbanks

Case Number: AK14032180

Type: Murder I

Text: On 5/8/14 at 2225 hrs, Alaska State Troopers in Fairbanks received a 911 call reporting that a man had been shot at an apartment complex off of the Old Steese Highway north of Fairbanks.  Troopers responded to the scene and contacted Chad Zurlo, age 37, of Fairbanks, who was arrested by AST and charged with Murder I for the shooting death of Steven Corcoran, 51, of Fairbanks during an argument. Corcoran was declared dead on scene. Next of kin has been notified. The victim and the defendant are acquaintances. The Alaska Bureau of Investigation responded to conduct the investigation. 

Author: LTB0 
Received Friday, May 09, 2014 1:09 PM and posted Friday, May 09, 2014 1:29 PM


Headquarters...No news reported.

AK Bureau of Highway Patrol


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Wasilla
Case number: AK14032077
Type: DUI
Text: On 5/8/14 at approximately 1522 hours, Alaska State Troopers with the Bureau of Highway Patrol conducted a traffic stop on a brown Jeep on Seldon Road near Sarah's Way, Wasilla for a moving violation.  Investigation revealed the driver, Kenneth Nelson, age 52, of Wasilla was operating the vehicle while he was impaired and under the influence of alcohol. Nelson was arrested for DUI, transported to and remanded in the Mat-Su Pre-Trial Facility with his bail set at $500 bail. The vehicle was impounded.  
Author: JAV1 
Received Friday, May 09, 2014 9:09 AM and posted Friday, May 09, 2014 9:46 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Wasilla
Case number: AK14032031
Type: MICS 6
Text: On 5/8/14 at approximately 1324 hours, Alaska State Troopers with the Bureau of Highway Patrol conducted a traffic stop on a blue Dodge truck on Bogard Road near Cottonwood Loop, Wasilla for an equipment violation.  Investigation revealed the driver, Kelley Daniels, age 46, of Wasilla possessed marijuana.  Daniels was issued a criminal citation to appear in court for MICS 6 and released at the scene.
Author: JAV1 
Received Friday, May 09, 2014 9:09 AM and posted Friday, May 09, 2014 9:47 AM


AK Bureau of Judicial Services...No news reported.

AK Div of Fire and Life Safety



-------------------------------------------------------

Location: Sutton
Case Number: AK14032203
Subject: Residential Fire Fatal X 2

Synopsis: On 05/09/2014 at 0105 hours, AST Dispatch reported a fully-engulfed house fire on McPherson Avenue in Sutton.  Investigation revealed that two people died in the residential fire. A third individual, a 46-year-old Sutton man, narrowly escaped the fire. It was reported that 46-year-old woke around 0100 hours. He opened the door to his bedroom and saw that the residence was filled with thick black smoke. The man crawled to the front door and was able to exit the home. He was able to call for help at a neighbor's residence. The cause and circumstances of the fire are unknown and being investigated by the State Fire Marshal's Office. The identities of 
the two people killed in the fire are pending positive identification and next of kin notification. 

Author: DTW0 

Received Friday, May 09, 2014 11:09 AM and posted Friday, May 09, 2014 11:27 AM



End of Dispatch